
‘Shine Brightly for all with Christ as Our Christ…’ 

  

11th March 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Thank you all once again for your overwhelming generosity. For such a small school, the number of donations received 
today to help those affected by the situation in the Ukraine is phenomenal. I will be transporting these to Ryton Health Hub 
tomorrow and, as you are aware, they will go to the Polish Centre in Newcastle and then onward to Poland next week.  
Some parents have offered other items and, whilst I can’t take these at present – I will liaise with the Trust to see when the 
next collection will be. As soon as I know I will be in touch with individuals who have offered.  
 

The ongoing situation continues to be at the forefront of our minds and we continue to pray for those who are affected 
every day; hoping that world leaders make the right decisions to restore peace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dance fever Academy 
Last week, Dance Fever Academy travelled from Leeds to work with Class 4; choreographing a routine for their dance 
festival. I’m sure they will be fantastic on the day and know that they will be practising with Mrs Jones to perfect their 
moves! Considering the short space of time they had with the dance coach – they did a great job. Huge thanks to DFA who 
made the journey and spent the day with us at no cost to the school. Mrs Holtham has been in touch with parents regarding 
ticket sales at the Gala. If you need any more information – please get in touch and Mrs Daynes will be happy to help.  
 

Bullying Intervention Group 
Vicky Lydon, Director of the B.I.G team was in school on Wednesday, working with Classes 3 and 4 – delivering workshops 
on e-safety and cyber-bullying. She was highly complementary about your children and their attitudes towards the subject 
matter. She will be back in a couple of weeks to deliver ‘Class friendship’ workshops, as these were missed due to 
unforeseen circumstances. It’s always good to have her in school and just enhances our RSHE curriculum further.  
 

Liturgical Prayer 
Class 3 shared a beautiful Liturgical Prayer with Classes 1 and 2 this week. Their singing was great and it is so nice to be able 
to share these things together as a school once again. Class 4 attended Mass during this time and Fr Jim commented upon 
their behaviour and how great they were. This is always nice to hear – but not surprising as they are all great children and a 
credit to you all!  
 

Captain Chemistry 
Captain Chemistry was in school on Monday; teaching in all classes. The children get so much out of these sessions and learn 
so much! It’s National Science Week next week, so the children have had a great pre-cursor for that and I know teachers 
have some lovely things planned in relation to STEM subjects!  
 
 
 
 



‘Shine Brightly for all with Christ as Our Christ…’ 

Attendance 
Our whole school attendance this week stands at: 94.2%. Our whole school target is 97%. The figure is rising week on week 
– so it would be great to get it as close as possible to the 97% by the end of the year! Covid and illness have not helped us but 
hopefully we will continue on the upward trajectory!  
 

Class 1: 95.39%, Class 2: 94.49%, Class 3: 93.31%,  Class 4: 94.17%, 
 

Well done Class 1 this week who have the highest attendance.  
 

Attendance for all children is mandatory. Please ensure you child(ren) are on time for school. If for any reason your child is 
absent – you must contact the school office, otherwise we may carry out welfare checks and/or contact Children’s Services. 
For those who fall below certain thresholds, letters will be issued next week and medical evidence may be required for 
further absences. Please see our attendance policy on our school website for further information.  
 
Lenten Collection – Friday 18th 
Our Lenten donation next week is shampoo/conditioner. I appreciate that many of you have gone above and beyond the 
‘bar of soap’ donation for our collection this week, but hope that we may still be able to take some donations next week to 
our local foodbank. Collection boxes will be at the entrance on Friday for these donations. If you can support us we would 
certainly appreciate it! 
 

Library 
Thank you to Miss Armstrong and our superb School Council for organising our new library shelving. It is certainly feeling 
more like a library! We’ve had a great deal of books donated from families which are now on our shelves and in classrooms – 
so thank you for this! If you have any more pre-loved children’s books, in good condition, that you’re looking for a new home 
for – we’d love to have them!  
 

Sports Ambassadors 
Our sports ambassadors met with Mrs Holtham this week to discuss what equipment we need to refresh our PE supplies. I’m 
hoping to utilise my sporting contacts to get some of this for them. Well done for all their hard work organising the 
equipment we have.  Our Simply Sports coaches have been very complimentary about their organisational skills making our 
PE equipment more accessible.  
 

School Council  
Mr Kevan Jones MP, has been in contact with the Local Authority on our behalf and has scheduled a visit to school with the 
Highways Agency on the 4th April, to discuss developments in relation to traffic calming measures outside St Bede’s. We 
look forward to this visit and hope that they may offer a solution to this ongoing issue. We will keep you informed. 
 

Trainees 
Well done to Miss Begley, who will complete her teaching placement with us at the end of next week. She has been great to 
have in school and will be a miss. We thank her for all her hard work and wish her every success as she returns to her host 
school. We look forward to having Miss Jackson back on the 18th March, who will be placed in Class 2, alongside Mrs 
Holtham for the remainder of her training.  
 

School Meals 
The cost of a junior school meal will increase from Monday 4th April to £2.20 per day (£11.00 per week). 
 

With every best wish for the forthcoming weekend.  
 
 
 
 
Mrs Clarke 
Headteacher  

 


