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18th January 2022 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

It has been lovely to catch up with the children over the last week after the Christmas Holidays. I hope you all had a lovely 

holiday – although it seems like a distant memory now as we go full steam ahead into the Spring term. Covid is still in our 

midst and whilst we continue to implement measures to stop the spread in our school – we are ever optimistic that things 

will get better and we will be able to return to more normal routines! I’m ever grateful for your support as, in supporting us 

with our restrictions – we are able to keep school and classes open. Let’s hope this continues to be the case.  

Diary Dates 

I have included a ‘What’s on’ notice for you all; outlining key dates throughout the term. As with last term, we cannot allow 

parents to attend various liturgies etc at this stage – so these dates are for information only. I promise – at some point we 

will make this up to you, as I would love nothing more than to welcome you into school.  

First Reconciliation – 22.1.22 

A reminder that all children in Class 4 and 5, making their First Reconciliation on Saturday must arrive at Church by 9:45am. 

Only one parent may attend on this occasion as we have to abide by restrictions on numbers in place at Church. Parents of 

these children have already received information and if you are in any doubt – please call the school office.  

Lent 

Ash Wednesday will soon be here – followed by Lent. On each Friday during Lent, the School Council have asked that children 

bring in certain items for the Durham Foodbank. This service continues to struggle with the high levels of demand within our 

region – so we want to support them as best we can. Yesterday on the news – it was highlighted that many dogs have to be 

rehomed due to their owners being unable to feed them, so the RSPCA are collecting dog food and sending it to foodbanks! 

Having my own dog, I can think of nothing worse than having to part with him – so felt it was important to include ‘dog food’ 

on our first Friday collection! As a Catholic community we are asked to care for all things – including animals – so I feel it is 

very appropriate in this current climate!  

Year 6 Residential 

Year 6 will be venturing off on their first residential on the 16-18th February. Emmaus Village is a wonderful place to visit, and 

the Youth Ministry Team do an amazing job in helping develop their spirituality during these days. It will be lovely for them to 

spend time with pupils from another feeder school within our Trust – and begin their tentative steps for transition to 

secondary education. Mrs Brady will be sending out relevant letters and equipment lists next week.  

Year 6 Booster Sessions 

Year 6 Booster sessions started this week – with all children in that class being offered additional tuition. Whilst these are not 

compulsory – we appreciate parental support in getting their children to school for the early morning starts. Please note that 

if your Year 6 child has sibling(s) in school, they would be able to attend Morning Club at no cost, on their Y6 child’s booster 

morning, if this would be helpful. I don’t want to make it difficult for parents who may have to make one or more trips! I will 

inform the school office who will keep a check on the registers. Please can all children attending booster sessions come 

through the hall entrance. There isn’t always someone in the office at 8am to let them in.  
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Parent/Pupil Consultations 

Parent pupil consultations will again be held via telephone. These worked well last term with many parents able to speak to 

their child’s class teacher(s). Booking forms will be sent out over the next week.  

Attendance 

Attendance last term was 94%. Our whole school target is 97% and whilst this is below target, it is important to remember 

that we have collectively been cautious in terms of illness etc. Hopefully, as we gather momentum from now to the end of 

the academic year – this figure will increase. Last week’s attendance was 96%, with Class 3 getting 97.86%, closely followed 

by Class 2!  

Staffing 

We welcome Miss Bagley, who will be completing part of her teacher training year in Class 3.  

 

With every best wish as always, 

 

 

Mrs Clarke 

Headteacher 


