
 

Music 

 

Curriculum Intent 

At St Bede’s, our aim is for pupils to explore and enjoy the creative and magical world that music has to 

offer. It is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act. 

Listening to and making music fulfils an instinctive human need for self-expression and creativity. It 

stimulates responses both on emotional and intellectual levels and it can be a life-long source of pleasure. 

With practical music making at the core of our curriculum, we hope that pupils will develop the confidence 

and skills to compose, improvise and perform on a range of instruments, including voice. We intend for our 

children to develop an interest and understanding of the history of music, as well as analyse and celebrate 

different musical genres; from folk, to classical, jazz and world music. We encourage self-expression and 

want our pupils to engage in our school’s musical culture, not just in the classroom, but on the school yard, 

during assemblies, out in the community and in church. We hope that our pupils will use music as a tool to 

keep their minds healthy, through worship and prayer, as well as mindfulness. When our pupils leave, we 

want to them to have an appreciation and love of music and have experienced the profound benefits that 

music has to offer. 

Curriculum Implementation 

Using the 2014 National curriculum as our broad framework, we aim for all pupils to: 

• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and 

traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

 

• learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have 

the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the 

opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 

 

• understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the 

inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 

appropriate musical notations 

 

More specifically, we use Durham Music Service’s (2019) progression map as a basis for planning and 

assessment. This ensures that we teach the progression of musical skills systematically and consistently from 

year to year.  

 



 



 
In EYFS, we focus primarily on: 

- Moving to music 

- Singing songs (from nursery rhymes to songs from other cultures) 

- Careful listening 

- Clapping basic rhythms 

- Exploring high and low pitch  

- Playing and performing on instruments 

In KS1, we build these basic skills: 

- Singing a range of songs and introducing different parts 

- Recognising the pulse  

- Recognising rhythmical notation 

- Listening and talking about music 

- Playing different pitches on tuned instruments 

- Composing short rhythmical sequences  

- Playing and performing as a soloist and in an ensemble 

In KS2, we work on securing and deepening these skills: 

- Singing a range of songs with different parts and harmonies 

- Recognising the pulse and different time signatures  

- Understanding a range of rhythmical notation (quavers, crotchets, minims, semi-breves and dotted 

notes) 

- Listening to music and analysing its features (dynamics, timbre, tempo) 

- Playing melodies on tuned instruments 

- Composing rhythmical sequences and melodies 

- Playing and performing as a soloist and in an ensemble 

- Reading and playing from basic music notation 

Pupils are also offered the opportunity to receive instrumental tuition, including the ukulele, guitar and 

violin with a range of performance opportunities. 

Curriculum Impact 
We measure attainment in music using formative assessment, informed by the progression of skills map by 

Durham Music Service. We will know if we have been successful with our music curriculum when pupils:  

• Have an excitement and love for music. 

• Have an ability to listen carefully to, and appreciate music by renowned composers throughout 

history, as well as from different genres and contrasting cultures. 

• Are able to analyse music in detail, applying technical vocabulary.  

• Are happy to engage in composition and improvisation using a range of instruments. 

• Read different forms of musical notation and perform such notation on tuned instruments. 

• Are confident performers who enjoy demonstrating their musical skills on different instruments and 

using their voice, whether that is in the classroom, assembly, in church or out in the community.  

• Have an appreciation for the profound benefits music brings to our mental wellbeing and use it as a 

tool for worship and mindfulness.  

 

 


