
BACKGROUND NOTES FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 
YEAR 6 – VOCATION AND COMMITMENT (HOLY ORDERS) 

 
 

 
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, all Christians are called to share in the mission of Jesus. 

Jesus’ mission was to make known God’s love for everyone and show people that living in 

God’s way brings love, justice and peace for the entire world. There are many different ways 

of carrying out this mission. God calls each of us to a particular vocation in life. The word 

‘vocation’ means ‘calling’ – that is responding to the call of Jesus and involves commitment. 

The sacraments of Marriage and Holy Orders are sacraments that celebrate a way of life 
people feel called to in order to carry out the mission they were given in baptism. Each 
sacrament deepens the relationship with God that began in baptism. These sacraments 
consecrate, that is, make holy, the love and self-giving of the wife and husband and the 
ordained priest so that they become signs of Christian love and self-giving for the whole 
Church. 
 
For some people the living out of the commitment to love and service will be through 
priesthood. Ordination is the sacrament which celebrates the gift of priesthood. A priest 
chooses to give his life for the service of others in the Church. This is his response to God’s 
call given to him in baptism to live a life filled with love for God’s people. The apostles were 
called by Jesus to follow him and, in response; they left everything to be with him. This is true 
of every Christian and is especially true of the call to be a priest. 
 

Year 6 pupils will already have studied baptism. They may remember this sacrament 
consecrates (makes holy and set apart) those who receive it so that they become 'a priestly 
people'. We call this the ‘common priesthood’. All who are baptised share in Christ's life, and 
are called, each in their own way to be priests in and for the world. All baptised Christians 
share in the priesthood of Christ. Very simply, a priest is one who is set aside to serve the 
Church. After the priesthood of Christ and the common priesthood of all the baptised we find 
that there are various ‘levels’ or orders’ of service, - that is, ways of serving within the Church 
so that the Church can fulfil her mission. 
 
Another name for ordination is the Sacrament of Holy Orders. "Ordination" comes from the 
Latin word ordinatio, which means to incorporate someone into an order. In the Sacrament 
of Holy Orders, a man is incorporated into the priesthood of Christ, at one of three levels or 
orders: either as a deacon, priest or Bishop. 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Orders is the continuation of Christ's priesthood, which He gave to His 
Apostles. This topic focuses on ordination to the priesthood. 
 
OUTLINE 
The Sacrament of Holy Orders is always celebrated within Mass. Since the candidates are 
called from among the people of God to serve them, the sacrament should be celebrated on 
a day, at a time and in a place when a large number of people can be present. Ideally, 



ordination which can only be administered by a Bishop, should take place at the cathedral, at 
the Bishop's chair. However, it may also take place in the candidate's own Parish. 
The family and friends of the ordinand (the person who is to be ordained), gather for the 
celebration. The Bishop, priests, deacons and ordinand process to the altar and the Mass 
begins. They might sing hymns which mention being called such as, ‘Here I Am Lord’. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The readings may be from the Mass of the day or selected from readings which are suitable 
for ordination. Obvious examples might be: 
Isaiah 61:1-3a The Lord has anointed me and sent me 
Acts 10:37-43 We can witness to everything Jesus did 
John 15:9-17 You did not choose me, I chose you. 
 
RITE OF ORDINATION 
PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES 
The candidate is called forward from the congregation by the deacon who assists the Bishop. 
The ordinand stands in front of the Bishop. The Bishop asks, ' Do you judge him to be worthy’? 
The Bishop then says a prayer of election, 'We rely on the help of the Lord God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and we choose this man, our brother, for priesthood in the presbyterial order’. 
The people give their consent to the election of the candidate by replying to the Bishop, 
'Thanks be to God'. 
The significance of these rites is that the Bishop, the head of the Local Church, voices aloud 
the ‘vocation’, the call of the candidate. The call comes from Christ, and it is voiced on Christ’s 
behalf by the Bishop. Moreover, the call from Christ is always to a particular service, to a 
particular community. The Bishop, in the name of the community, chooses the candidates as 
one who will serve it. 
You may make links here to scripture relating to the call of Jesus to follow him. The children 
studied this last year in the topic ‘Mission’ – e.g. Luke 5:27-32 The call of Matthew (God’s Story 
3 p96); Mark 1:14-20 The call of Simon and Andrew (God’s Story 3 p89) and Mark 3:13-19 The 
call of the twelve (God’s Story 3 p90) 
 
HOMILY 
The Bishop now explains the meaning of ordination and the service he must carry out. The 
first part is addressed to the whole assembly; the second to the candidate. 
 
EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATE 
The candidate now stands before the Bishop who asks him if he is freely choosing to be 
ordained and will promise to be a good and faithful priest by caring for his flock, celebrating 
the sacraments, preaching the gospel and living a Christ-like life. He answers, “I am, with the 
help of God.” 
 
PROMISE OF OBEDIENCE 
The priest is a co-worker with the Bishop and to symbolise his dependence, the ordinand 
kneels before him and placing his joined hands between the hands of the Bishop promises to 
respect and obey the Bishop. 
 
INVITATION TO PRAYER AND LITANY OF THE SAINTS 



The responsibilities of a priest have been explained in the homily and God’s help is needed to 
carry these out. The candidate is now offered the support of the prayer of the Church. The 
Bishop invites everyone to ‘pour out the gifts of heaven’ on the candidate. It is in an ancient 
prayer called the ‘Litany of the Saints’ that this supplication is made. The candidate prostrates 
himself as this great Church prayer of supplication pours over him, while everyone else kneels 
in prayer. 
 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
This is a very ancient, symbolic gesture going back into the Old Testament times. Its original 
meaning was one of empowerment and in the New Testament it acquired a special 
significance of empowerment by the Spirit. Here it is symbolising the invocation (calling down) 
of the Spirit and the empowerment for a special task in the community. The Bishop lays his 
hands on the ordinand’s head. The priests present also make this same gesture. The candidate 
remains kneeling before the Bishop, who extends his hands over the candidate as a sign of 
calling down God’s Spirit while he says the prayer of consecration: 
“Almighty Father, 
grant to this servant of yours the dignity of 
priesthood. 
Renew within him the spirit of holiness. 
As a co-worker with the order of bishops 
may he be faithful to the ministry that he receives 
from you, Lord God, 
and be to others a model of right conduct.” 
 
INVESTITURE  
The stole and chasuble 
The newly ordained priest is now invested with symbols of his priestly office: a stole and a 
chasuble. A stole is worn around the neck as a sign of service and priesthood. A chasuble is a 
loose, coloured top vestment worn for the celebration of Mass.  
 

Anointing 
The Bishop anoints the priest’s hands with oil of chrism as a sign of consecration. This has 
obvious links to baptism and confirmation where an anointing with chrism also takes place. 
This means he has been set apart and promised to spend his life in service for others. It is the 
priest’s hands through which he will administer the sacraments on the Bishop’s behalf.  
 

Receiving the paten and chalice 
The newly ordained now receives the essential ‘tools’ of a priest’s ministry. Bread is placed 
on a paten and wine in a chalice. The Bishop presents them to the newly ordained priest and 
says, “Accept from the holy people of God the gifts to be offered to him.” 
 
KISS OF PEACE 
The final symbolic gesture in the rite of ordination is the kiss of peace. The bishop gives the 
new priest the kiss of peace. The other priests also greet him, welcoming and congratulating 
him with a kiss of peace. 

The LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST AND CONCLUDING RITE continues in the usual way.



Overview 
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Through Baptism and Confirmation, all Christians are called to 

share the mission of Jesus. There are many different ways of 

carrying out that mission. For some people their mission or 

vocation is as a priest or member of a religious order. 

Children know and understand 

• Commitment in life 

• The vocation to the priesthood and religious life  

See Background Notes for Parents and Carers 

Week 1: Think of the word commitment. What do you think it 

means? (for example dedication, loyalty, promise, pledge, 

devoted) Think about some of the jobs that people do, some 

paid and some voluntary. Make a chart and add more jobs to the 

list (see below). 

Week 2: Read Mark 1:9-11 and John 1:35 – 41 (see below) 

Answer the key questions and imagine you are John the Baptist 

recalling these events. Describe your experience: how you felt, 

what it meant to your belief in God’s promise. 

Week 3: Look at the pictures and text (see below) which detail 
and describe the sacrament of Ordination. Order the images, 
describing what’s happening and give reasons for the symbols 
and why a man would want to become a priest. 

Week 4: Look at the key vocabulary for this topic and use it to 
remember all we have learnt about 

Celebrate with a simple Act of Worship. 

 

 



Year 6 

 

Year 6 children learn in this topic that through the Sacrament of Baptism, all Christians are 

called to share in the mission of Jesus. Jesus’ mission was to make known God’s love for 

everyone and show people that living in God’s way brings love, justice and peace for the 

entire world. There are many different ways of carrying out this mission. God calls each of 

us to a particular vocation in life. The word ‘vocation’ means ‘calling’ – that is responding to 

the call of Jesus. Some people are ‘called to priesthood and religious life. Year 6 children are 

asked to show understanding of what happens in the Sacrament of Ordination – the signs 

and symbols and the reasons for them. 

Week 1: Whatever you do in life, you need commitment to do it well. Think about some of 

the jobs that people do, some paid and some voluntary. Think of the word commitment. 

What do you think it means? (e.g. dedication, loyalty, promise, pledge, devoted) people do, 

some pay and some voluntary. Make a chart and add more jobs to the list (see below). 

Q Why do you think people choose to do these jobs? 

Q Does every job need the same level of commitment?  

Q Why do you think people are committed and what makes a person committed? 

Q What do you think would happen if someone was doing one of these jobs and was 
not committed to it? 

Q How do people show commitment to serve others in the jobs they do? 

Q What are you committed to and in what ways?  

Q How does it feel to be committed? 
 

Week2: Read Mark 1:9-11 (see below) When God said ’This is my Son the beloved’ it gave 

him the courage to begin his mission and he called people to be his apostles. 

Read John1:35-41 (see below) Through the Sacrament of Baptism, all Christians are called to 

share in the mission of Jesus. Jesus’ mission was to make known God’s love for everyone 

and show people that living in God’s way brings love, justice and peace for all the world. 

There are many different ways of carrying out this mission. God calls each of us to a 

particular vocation in life. The word ‘vocation’ means ‘calling’ – that is responding to the call 

of Jesus. In Explore, we saw how people show commitment in everyday life. The special call 

of Jesus requires a lifelong commitment. 

Q How do you think Jesus felt at his baptism and how did it help him? 

Q How do you feel when people reassure and praise you? Why is it important? 

Q How do you think Andrew felt when Jesus invited him to ‘come and see’? 

Q What was Andrew’s response to Jesus’ call? 

Q What do you think they did for ‘the rest of the day’? 

Q What commitment would this need? 



Task -- Imagine you are John the Baptist recalling these events. Describe your experience: 

how you felt, what it meant to your belief in God’s promise. 

 

Week 3: Look at the pictures and text (see below) which detail and describe the sacrament 
of Ordination. Use this information as well as that contained in the background notes to 
help your child have knowledge of what happens during the Sacrament. 

Task – cut out and order the images describing what happens during the sacrament. Try to 
give reasons for the signs and symbols used and show understanding of why a man would 
become a priest linking it to scripture that you have studied.   

Week 4: Look at the key vocabulary for this topic and use it to remember all we have learnt 
about vocation and the Sacrament of Ordination 

Celebrate with a simple Act of Worship (see below).



Week 1  

 

 

 

 

Job What does it 
involve? 

What is the 
commitment? 

What are the 
personal risks, if 
any? 

How do you 
measure this 
commitment? 

 

Parent 

    

Doctor 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Firefighter     

Lifeboat crew     

     

     

     



Week 2

 

 

Imagine you are John the Baptist recalling these events. Describe your 
experience: how you felt, what it meant to your belief in God’s promise.   

 



Week 3 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Task – cut out and order the images describing what happens during the sacrament. Try to 
give reasons for the signs and symbols used and show understanding of why a man would 
become a priest linking it to scripture that you have studied.   

 



 

Act of Worship 

‘VOCATION & COMMITMENT’ 

Commitment in life and vocation to the priesthood and religious life 

 

 

You may like to create a prayer space and put on some of the following: candle, oil, Bible 

opened at John 1:35-41, pictures of people in various jobs, pictures of priests/religious, bowl 

of water, white garment    

Say: As we light this candle, let us remember Jesus’ promise that he would always be with 

us. As we gaze upon the candle we remember his faithfulness to that promise…. 

 
Whatever you do in life, you need commitment to do it well. Everyone needs commitment, 
whatever their job or role. It is not only the high-profile jobs that require it. Whatever your 
job you can be committed and do your work really well.  
 
Through the sacrament of baptism all Christians are called to share in the mission of Jesus. 

Jesus’ mission was to make known God’s love for everyone and show people that living in 

God’s way brings love, justice and peace for the entire world. There are many different ways 

of carrying out this mission. God calls each of us to a particular vocation in life. ‘Vocation’ 

means ‘calling’ – that is responding to the call of Jesus. 

As Jesus began to prepare for his mission, he was first baptised by John the 
Baptist. The reassurance from God his heavenly Father that he was loved gave 
Jesus the courage to begin his mission. In order to help him spread the Good 
News of God’s love he called people to be his apostles. Here is the story of 
Jesus calling Andrew and Simon that we read in John’s Gospel.  
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel According to John 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Sign head, lips and heart with the sign of the cross 
 

The next day John the Baptist was standing there again with two of his disciples, when he 
saw Jesus walking by.  

‘There is the Lamb of God!’ he said.  

The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus. Jesus turned, saw them 
following him, and asked, ‘What are you looking for?’  

They answered, ‘Where do you live, Rabbi?’ (This word means ‘Teacher’.)  

‘Come and see,’ he answered. (It was then about four o’clock in the afternoon.) So they 
went with him and saw where he lived, and spent the rest of that day with him.  

Gathering 

Together 

The 

Word  

of God 



One of them was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. At once he found his brother Simon 
and told him, ‘We have found the Messiah’. (This word means Christ.) Then he took 
Simon to Jesus.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 All Christians, whatever their vocation live out their commitment to 

following Jesus.  

Reflect for a moment in silence on how you think God is calling you to 

serve him today….. 

What do you think you can do to be more committed in your love and 

service of others…… 

So let us ask him in our prayers to give us the grace and the power we need  

to do the best that we can in His Name.  

 

The response is “Give us the power, O Lord” 
 
To help us to be faithful and committed servants. 
 
“Give us the power, O Lord”. 
 
 To help us be faithful friends and followers of Jesus.  
 
“Give us the power, O Lord”. 
 
  To help us share the good news with others.  
 
“Give us the power, O Lord”. 
 
 

  Before we leave our celebration today, let us anoint one another with oil on 

our hands and ask that the Lord will bless our hands to help them to serve him 

well.  As we do this we will say… 

‘May God bless these hands and use them to serve him well.’ 

 Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

             Thanks be to God. 

Response to  

the Word 

Going  

Forth 


