
St Cuthbert’s Presbytery, Ropery Lane, Chester-le-Street DH3 3PH 

frchrisjackson@outlook.com (0191)388 2302 

First Holy Communion for children at St Bede’s, Sacriston 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Your children have been looking forward to making their First Holy Communion for over a year. 

Sadly, COVID has disrupted everyone’s plans but I am sure that you would want your child to take 

this important step of initiation into the Catholic Church. 

Due to current restrictions the celebration will be very different from previous years: we cannot sing, 

face coverings must be worn in church (except by under 10’s), there cannot be a party afterwards, 

and the number of guests will be limited. However, the children will receive our Lord in Holy 

Communion for the first time- that is the heart of the matter and something which is, in itself, 

something wonderful to celebrate. The children have two sessions to complete in preparation for 

the day; these will be delivered in school very soon. 

People have considered postponing First Holy Communions until next year, but until a vaccine has 

been developed we have no idea of how long the present restrictions will be in place. There is also 

the consideration that by next summer another cohort of children will be waiting to take this step. In 

view of this I would like to suggest the following way forward: 

Mass is celebrated in St Bede’s  every Sunday  at 9am and your children are very welcome to receive 

their first Holy Communion on a Sunday of your choice. Please let me know the Sunday you have 

chosen and the name of your child. At the 9am mass s/he will be acknowledged, welcomed and 

prayed for by name. I am sure that you will want your child to dress up for the occasion (by next year 

they will have grown out of the clothes you’ve bought for this year’s celebration!) An alternative to 

Sunday will be the Thursday, Friday and Saturday  of half-term week (29th, 30th, 31st  October) when 

mass is at 10am each day. A further possibility is any Saturday morning at 10am. 

Due to restrictions our church has a limited capacity so as well as letting me know the Sunday or 

weekday you have chosen you must also register your family ‘bubble’ with claire.fenwick@st-

cuthberts.org  The rule of 6 people in your family bubble will apply, the 6 includes your child and 

yourselves; there is nothing to stop other family members from coming to mass provided that they 

register independently with our parish secretary Claire Fenwick, at the above email address; if the 

mass is ‘full’ then they will not be able to attend. When registering as a bubble or as an individual 

please give your name, post code, house number and phone number.  

I know that this is not the celebration any of us would have chosen, but what really matters? Surely 

that your child is fed with the life of Jesus in Holy Communion. I have a feeling that when our 

country is safe again that there will be lots of ‘catch-up parties’ to celebrate weddings, birthdays and 

many other milestone events that happened during lockdown; the family party for first Holy 

Communion will be among them. 

I look forward to hearing from you; God bless you and your family,                   Fr Chris Jackson 
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