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Autumn Term Dates-for more details see our website calendar 

 

Some Happy Quotes! 

We have been asking children how they feel about being back at school and what they like most. We thought it would 

be nice to share some of their comments with you... 

 

Class 1 

‘I like playing on the computers.’ Harper 

‘I like building houses outside.’ Harry 

‘I like playing with the dinosaurs.’ Charlie 

Class 2 

‘I like how it has changed and moving around school is easier.’ Charlie 

‘I feel happy as I like doing work.’ Hollie-Mae 

‘I feel excited about school lunches.’ Sammy 

Class 3 

‘I like doing Roman numerals,’ Rory 

‘I feel safe in my bubble.’ Ava-Jane 

‘I like testing rocks.’ Maddison 

Class 4 

‘I like the fact we are in bubbles to keep us safe.’ Jack 

‘I get to see my friends and I don’t have to do work alone.’ Leah 

‘’I like doing maths and learning with my teacher.’ Lydia 

Sunday 8th November Remembrance Sunday 

Friday 9th October CAFOD Harvest day—Wear something bright 

Thursday 24th October Break up for half term holiday.  

Monday 2nd November  Return to school 

Tuesday 10th November Flu inoculations in school 

16-20th November Anti-bullying week 

Tuesday 1st December  Week of parent consultations via telephone—more details to follow 

 Details to follow in due course regarding any Christmas events the children will have in school 

FRIDAY 18th DECEMBER-BREAK UP FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

CHILDREN RETURN ON MONDAY 4th JANUARY 

1 

St Bede’s RCVA Primary 
Front Street 
Sacriston 
Durham 
DH7 6AB 
Tel: 01913710272 
www.stbedessacriston.co.uk 
Email: st.bedes.sacriston 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Chil-

dren, 

Welcome back! This certainly has 

to be the most unique start to 

any school year we have ever 

known. Some of our pupils have 

been away from school for many 

months now and, whilst our 

parents have done a great job of 

home schooling, it is amazing to 

have everyone back together 

again. We hope you are as happy 

as we are to have the children 

back in school! 

We have many new procedures 

in place to help us to keep every-

one in our community as safe as 

possible and are getting these up 

and running. We are trying to 

keep you all updated with these 

via  letters/emails and are aware 

that some of our usual systems 

are taking longer to set up as a 

result of the current situation. 

Please bear with us! 

We have welcomed 13 new Re-

ception starters to St Bede’s and 

they are settling in beautifully! 

We have also welcomed a new 

starter to Year 1. 

Here is a reminder of the class 

organisation this year: 

Class 1-Reception (Mrs Spratt) 

Class 2-Years 1 and 2 (Mrs Hol-

tham) 

Class 3-Years 3 and 4 (Mrs Tervit 

and Mrs Cronin) 

Class 4-Years 5 and 6 (Mrs For-

tune) 

Unfortunately, our key dates on 

the back on our newsletter are 

looking very sparse due to the 

COVID limitations we have re-

garding visitors in to school this 

term. We understand how disap-

pointing this is and cannot wait 

for a time when we are all able 

to gather together again safely 

as a school community, whenev-

er this may be. We are currently 

coming up with ways in school to 

bring all the children together 

such as virtual Collective Wor-

ships and assemblies, which will 

start across school next week. 

One of the best ways that you 

can catch up with all that is hap-

pening at St Bede’s on our web-

site, 

www.stbedessacriston.co.uk. 

Our twitter feed is on our home 

page and we will be sharing 

some of our school life with you 

this term. Please follow us if you 

are on twitter at 

@StBedeSacriston.  

Please contact the office if you 

have any queries. 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Alderson 

Head Teacher 

 

 

   Happy News! 

Whilst there is a lot going on 

in the world at present, we 

thought it would be nice to 

share some happy news with 

you all! 

We are delighted to inform 

you that Mrs Jones gave birth 

to a beautiful baby girl during 

the holidays, Nancy Ena, 

weighing 7lbs 9.5oz. Both 

mother and baby are fit and 

well. Mrs Jones sends her love 

and misses everyone greatly 

but is enjoying spending time 

with her family. 

Mrs Luke became a Granny for 

the fourth time and has a new 

Grandson called Jackson. 

Miss Mason was married dur-

ing the holidays and is now  

Mrs Fortune. She is teaching 

Class 4 in Mrs Jones’ absence.  

Mr Maitland got engaged to his 

partner, Kathryn.  

Congratulations to Mrs For-

tune, Mrs Jones, Mrs Luke and 

Mr Maitland! 
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Here at St Bede’s we absolutely love 

reading! Your child's reading experience 

is much more than the reading book 

which comes home from school. Read-

ing is happening all the time in a class-

room and in the school. It is taught in 

specific reading and English lessons, but 

children are practising and using their 

'reading' constantly across all subjects 

too.  

Parents can support this 'reading jour-

ney' through regular reading at home. 

Reading to and with your child every 

evening for at least ten minutes can 

make a dramatic difference to a child's 

achievement within school. A report from 

the Oxford University Press highlighted the 

importance of parents reading with their 

children. The report stated that, 'Children 

who read outside of class are 13 times more 

likely to read above the expected level for 

their age.’  

This year we are focussing on phonics as 

part of our School Improvement Plan. We 

are receiving support from outside agencies 

and have invested in a range of lovely re-

sources to help to support our Read Write 

Inc phonics training. Infant parents will be 

receiving more information about this in the 

coming weeks. 

to help. We will be taking part in a CAFOD 

national assembly across school 

All pupils are welcome to wear bright 

clothes (non-uniform) on this day and 

Friday 9th October is CAFOD Harvest Day.  

The theme is to ‘brighten up our world.’ 

People all over the world are suffering 

more than ever because of the Corona-

virus and our Mini Vinnies (Class 2) want 

bring in a small donation for 

CAFOD. If it is a PE day for 

your class, children could wear 

bright sports gear. Thank you 

Reading and Phonics-St Bede’s Reads! 

CAFOD Harvest Day 2020  

vide early intervention advice, support 

and consultations to staff and families 

that may need this help.  

If you feel this may be something that 

would be of benefit for your child, please 

contact Mrs Alderson, Head Teacher and 

also SENDCO. 

Please see the 

poster below 

for examples of 

what difficulties 

they may be 

able to support 

with. 

Promoting the importance of mental 

health is key at St Bede’s and more 

important now than ever.  

We are focusing on the wellbeing of all 

of our pupils this term. As part of our 

recovery curriculum, for example, we 

are focusing on therapeutic subjects 

such as Art/DT, PSHE, PE and music. 

Thursdays are ‘music afternoons’ and 

Mrs Cronin and Mr Brown are teaching 

music to all classes. Friday afternoons 

are PSHE time across school and this is 

giving us the chance to explore emo-

tions and feelings with the children 

following lockdown. 

We are also fortunate this year to have 

the involvement of the Mental Health 

Support Team in school. This team pro-

Mental Health Support Team 

Page 2 Head Teacher News 

‘I have the right to good quality health 
care, to clean water and good food’ 

Article 24, UNCRC 

There are some fantastic videos to 

watch and FAQs about Read Write 

Inc. Please see 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/fin

d-out-more/parents/ for more in-

formation. 
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We have sent a number of letters now 

keeping you updated regarding the current 

COVID 19 guidance and will continue to do 

so. Thank you for being so diligent and fol-

lowing procedures; your support in helping 

us fight the virus at St Bede’s is very much 

appreciated. 

If your child has been isolating and taken a 

test, please remember to send us a copy of 

the text or e-mail for our records.  

 

 

 

on national television on The One Show!  

This year, we hope to achieve the inter-

national Green Flag Eco Schools award. 

We will be looking at a number of ways 

that we can raise environmental aware-

ness and improve our school environ-

ment.  

As we hear more and more on the news 

about issues such as climate change, de-

forestation and plastic pollution, it is 

more important than ever that our chil-

dren lead the way in improving God’s  

 

 

As you will be aware, we were a Silver 

Eco School. Our Eco Committee and in-

deed the whole school truly lived out the 

message to ‘care for our common home’ 

as Pope Francis asks us to do in his letter, 

‘Laudato Si.’ 

Since achieving the first ‘plastic free 

school award’ in the North East, we have 

inspired a number of schools to make 

positive changes and even been fortu-

nate enough to feature in the press and 

COVID 19 Guidelines 

Eco Schools 

We were hoping to provide breakfast 

club this half term. Unfortunately, due to 

limited staffing capacity at present in our 

small school, additional cleaning de-

mands and also the ramifications it has 

for keeping children safe at present in 

line with our risk assessment, we are un-

able to offer this just yet. We will review 

it in October and provide wraparound 

care again as soon as we are able to do 

so.  We would suggest contacting local 

childminders who may be able to support 

with this. Please contact the school office 

for contacts if you require them. We 

apologise for the inconvenience.  

Breakfast Club                                        School Lunches 

‘I have the right to good quality health care, to clean water and good food.’ Article 24, UNCRC Page 3 

precious earth for 

the future. The 

new David Atten-

borough series 

highlights the importance of preserving 

biodiversity and here at St Bede’s we 

will be exploring how to do this. 

Class 4 are going to be our Eco-

committee this year. All classes will also 

be learning about environmental issues 

In a range of subjects. For more infor-

mation or to share ideas, contact Mrs 

Fortune, our Eco Leader. 

We are lucky at St Bede’s to have the most 

amazing kitchen staff, Ms Embleton and Mrs 

Anderson. They make beautiful school meals 

with care and love. 

All COVID guidance is being adhered to by 

Taylor Shaw and the school meals are deli-

cious. Mrs Alderson  and Mrs Luke, who are 

currently supporting at lunch time, can highly 

recommend them! Infants meals are currently 

free for all. 

If you would like your child to have school 

meals over the winter, please contact the 

office. If you would like to change to packed 

lunches we still require 2 weeks notice and 

please note that due to track and trace ar-

rangements, regardless of their choice of 

lunch,  each child will remain in their current 

seat in the dinner hall. 


