
BACKGROUND NOTES FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 
 

About the Theme – Universal Church 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
Throughout their education, your child is preparing to live and work in a changing, global 
society. In this topic, they will be learning about global justice issues, and put their faith into 
action in order to build a just and fair world. Each year group will learn about a different aspect 
of our Universal Church, through scripture, prayer, stories and a range of different activities.       
Through the Universal Church topics children will explore key principles of Catholic Social 
Teaching   
 

The Dignity of the Human Person 
God made each of us, which means each of us is very special. It is not important if you are 
tall or small, or happy or sad, or if you have many toys or no toys. What is important is that 
each of us is special because of God’s love. And we must treat others in a caring way because 
they were made by God too. 
We Are Called to Live as Family and Community 
Jesus knows that people can only be happy if they have families and friends. He tells us that 
we can let these important people help us. He asks us to help them too.  
Rights and Responsibilities  
All of God’s people need these things: food, work, clothes, a home, a school, and a doctor 
to help when they are sick. Every single person on earth needs these. Some people have 
what they need, but many people don’t. Jesus wants the people who already have what they 
need to help these others. Jesus wants us to take care of this.  
We Are Called to Stewardship  
God made the earth and sky. God made all the people all over the world. God made the 
spiders and dogs and butterflies and tigers and pandas and all the other animals. God made 
the tulips, the trees, the tomatoes and all the plants. And, God tells us we must take good 
care of them. It is an important job. 
An Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
You need food, water, a house, your school, a good doctor and a job for the grown-up who 
takes care of you. So does everybody else on the whole Earth. But there are many people 
who do not have these things. Jesus wants us to take extra good care of these people. 
The Dignity and Rights of Workers 
All people work in some way. Their work should be safe and helpful to them because God 
made them. By our work, we help ourselves and others, and we show our love to God. 
Solidarity 
All people are God’s children. That makes us brothers and sisters. We are connected to each 
other. It is as if everyone in the world held hands! We can be very different from each other, 
but we are still one family—God’s family. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Promotion of peace 
When we fall out with our friends we must say sorry, try to put things right and then try to be 
even better friends.  We must always try to live in peace and get on with everyone. This is not 
easy but Jesus wants us to keep on trying. 
  



Overview 

 

 

Year 3 

Key Vocabulary YEAR 3 
Special Places 

UNIVERSAL CHURCH 
 

 

 

special 

holy 

place 

world 

pilgrim 

pilgrimage 

temple 

Bethlehem 

Nazareth 

Jerusalem 

The Christian community has many special places: places where people 
gather for prayer and worship; places are holy because of their association 
with Jesus or holy people; places of pilgrimage. 
Children will know and understand: 
•  Everyone has a special place  
•  Special places for Jesus and the Christian community  
See Background Notes for Parents and Carers 
Week 1: Talk about the children’s special places and what makes them 
special. Make a list of special places and ask why these may be special. Help 
the children see that all these things are true because God is there. If you 
are able to access the website there are two PowerPoints, one on the 
special places of a little girl from Colombia, called Yulissa and another on 
‘Special places in our World’. 
Ask children to name special places at home, in your school, in your local 
area and in the world. Why are they special? 
Week 2: Talk about the many special places in Jesus’ life. Share the 
PowerPoint or the information sheet. Explain what a pilgrimage is and how 
many people make special journeys or pilgrimages to the Holy Land as well 
as other places around the world 
Ask children to match the special events in Jesus’ life to the special places 
they took place using the cards below. If they have access to the internet 
children can find out about one site of Christian pilgrimage.  
Week 3: Talk about how our world has been given to us by God, to enjoy, to 
share and to take care of. Share the PowerPoint ‘The World as a Special 
Place’ or read the content and key questions. Discuss how we can care for 
God’s world and help others, for example join CAFOD campaigns through 
prayer, donations and actions. Talk about an issue that is spoiling our world 
(e.g. climate change, pollution) and what we can do to improve the 
situation.  
Ask children to design a poster entitled ‘Taking care of God’s world’. Show 
through words and pictures the many ways we can do this. 
Week 4: Look at the key vocabulary for this topic and use it to remember all 
we have learnt about special places in our lives, in the life of Jesus and in 
the lives of Christians and how important it is to take care of God’s world. 
Celebrate with a simple Act of Worship. 
 



Year 3 children learn about ‘Special Places’ and come to know the special places for Jesus 
and for Christians. 
 
All of the resources for this topic are available from the CAFOD website 
https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/ 
This is free to access when you register with an email address. For those unable to access 
the PowerPoints there are information sheets and images below. Children may also like to 
explore KidzZone https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Kidz-Zone 
 
Week 1: Everyone has a place that is special to them. Talk about the children’s special 
places and what makes them special. Perhaps it is somewhere they like to go to think or be 

alone. Make a list of special places and ask why these may be special (e.g. because my 
friends/family are there; because it is a safe place; because it reminds me of happy things 
that happened there; because it is beautiful). Help the children see that all these things are 
true because God is there. If you are able to access the website there are two PowerPoints, 
one on the special places of a little girl from Colombia, called Yulissa and another on ‘Special 
places in our World’. 
Using the circles grid below think about and name special places at home, in your school, in 
your local area and in the world. Why are they special? 
 
Week 2: We know of many special places in Jesus’ life because of the Gospels. If you can 
access the CAFOD website share the PowerPoint, otherwise see below. It is possible today 
to visit many of the places associated with the life of Jesus in what Christians call the Holy 
Land. Many people make special journeys or pilgrimages to the Holy Land as well as other 
places around the world, like Rome, where the Pope lives or Lourdes to visit the Grotto. 
There are some places of pilgrimage for Christians in England and Wales: 
Our Lady’s Shrine at Walsingham in Norfolk 
Our Lady of the Taper is the national Catholic shrine of Wales. 
St Winefride’s Well in Holywell, North Wales 
Explain that part of a pilgrimage to a special place is to remind people how important it is to 
pray and take time to think about what is important in their lives. 
Match the special events in Jesus’ life to the special places they took place using the cards 
below. 
If you have access to the internet research one site of Christian pilgrimage. Find out why that 
place is special and why Christians go on pilgrimage there. 
 
Week 3: Talk about how our world has been given to us by God, to enjoy, to share and to 
take care of. If you able to share the PowerPoint ‘The World as a Special Place’ on the 
website, otherwise see the content below and key questions. CAFOD shows us that the 
world is a special place and that we have a responsibility to help others in our world. If you 
able to share the PowerPoint ‘Taking Action’ on the website, otherwise talk about the ways 
children can care for God’s world and help others, for example join CAFOD campaigns 
through prayer, donations and actions. Talk about an issue that is spoiling our world (e.g. 
climate change, pollution). Discuss what actions we can take to improve the situation, 
because our world has been given to us by God, to enjoy, to share and to take care of, for 
example recycling, switching off lights, saving water. 

https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Kidz-Zone


Design a poster entitled ‘Taking care of God’s world’. Show through words and pictures the 
many ways we can do this. 
 
Week 4: Look at the key vocabulary for this topic and use it to remember all we have learnt 
about special places in our lives, in the life of Jesus and in the lives of Christians and how 
important it is to take care of God’s world. Celebrate with a simple Act of Worship (see 
below). 
 
  



Week 1 Can you name some special places? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Week 2 Special places in Jesus’ life in the Gospels 

 

A messenger from God said to the shepherds, 

“Tonight a baby called Jesus has been born in Bethlehem” 

Luke 2:10-12 
 

 

The law says that the eldest boy in each family must be taken to the 
temple to be presented to God. Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the 

temple. They met an old man called Simeon who gave blessings to 
God for Jesus. 

Luke 2:23-28 
 

 

When Joseph and Mary had finished  

doing all that was required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 

their home town of Nazareth in Galilee.  
Jesus grew and became strong; he was full of wisdom,  

and God’s blessings were upon him.  
Luke 2:39-40 

 
 

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the 

Passover. After three days they found him in the temple courts, 

sitting amongst the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions.  

Luke 2:41,46 

 
 

Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by John the 

Baptist in the River Jordan.   

Mark 1:9 

 
 

Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat down. His 
disciples gathered round him and he began to teach them. 

Matthew 5: 1-2 

 
  



Week 2 Special places for Jesus: a matching activity  

Cut up the cards below.  

Match the special events in Jesus’ life to the special places they took place.  

Jesus was born in this 
special place 

 
River Jordan 

The home town of Mary 
and Joseph where Jesus 

grew up   

 
Bethlehem 

 

Jesus was baptised by John 
the Baptist  

in this special place 

 
Nazareth 

 

Jesus sat on a hill and 
taught the crowds with His 
disciples gathered round 

him  
 

The temple in Jerusalem 
 

Mary and Joseph took 
Jesus to this special place 

and met an old man called 
Simeon. Simeon gave 

blessings to God for Jesus. 

The hills around the  
Sea of Galilee 

 

 

  



Week 3  

This is the content of the PowerPoint ‘The World as a Special Place’: 

 

The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, 

The world, and all who live in it 

Psalm 24 

The World is a Special Place 

So why do people dump rubbish in the oceans? 

Or destroy forests by cutting down trees and wasting precious resources 

CAFOD works alongside poor communities around the world to enable people 
to care for and protect God’s world as a special place. 

How can you help to keep our world a special place? 

 

Q Why is God’s world so special?  

Q How can you help to keep it special? 

Q Why is it important for Christians to keep the world a special place? 

Q How are some people stopping certain places from being special? 

Q What can you do to change this? 

Q What ideas do you have for making your school, classroom, home and God’s world a 
place that is enjoyed, shared and cared for? 

 

  



Week 4 

 

Act of Worship 

Year 3 

 “Special Places” 

 
You may like to set up a focal table: 

Table with a cloth, a cross and a candle 

Cover   Bible (if possible open at Psalm 24) 

Any pictures of special places in our world  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our special gathering place. As we make the Sign of the Cross together, let 

us remember the words, written in the Gospel of St. Matthew, which Jesus spoke to his 

friends. “For where two or three come together in my name, I am there with them.” 

 

“In the name of the Father,and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen” 

 

There are some places in the world that are very special, places such as Rome, where 

the Pope lives, and elsewhere (Lourdes, Fatima, etc) which are considered to be special, 

because of the holy people who lived there, or because of events that took place there. 

Then there are the places in Israel / Palestine, which are considered to be very holy, 

because they are mentioned in the Bible when Jesus visited them. These places are 

considered to be so holy that people travel from all over the world to visit them. We 

call them “places of pilgrimage”, and the people who travel to visit them are known as 

“pilgrims.”  

 

Throughout our topic we have been appreciating that the world is a special place as it 

has been given to us by God to enjoy, to share and to take care of. 

 

 A reading from the Book of Psalms 

    The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 

    the world, and those who live in it; 

    for he has founded it on the seas, 

    and established it on the rivers. 

       

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

Leader: There is another “Special Place” - one deep within our own 

heart, where we can go to be with, or speak to God. Whenever we 

pray 

Gathering 

Together 

The Word 

of God 

Response to 

the Word 



God has a special place in our hearts. Now sit quietly, in a 

comfortable position. Say a quiet prayer thanking God for being in 

our hearts in good times and difficult times. 

(Play some quiet music if possible) 

 

Let us join together and repeat the response: “Let me value your special place.” 

 

In the way in which I treat your earth. “Let me value your special place.” 

 

In the way in which I respect holy places. “Let me value your special place.” 

 

In the way in which we gather together as your friends. “Let me value your special 

place.” 

 

In the time I give to speak and listen to you. “Let me value your special place.” 

 

Before we leave this special place, where Jesus has surely been with us, 

make let us make a silent promise to set aside time each day to visit your 

special place to speak with God, thanking him for the wonderful world he 

has given us.  We say together: 

   

God, thank you for having a special place in our hearts. 

  Help us to take time to be still, 

To know that you are always there in good times and difficult times. 

Fill our hearts with your Holy Spirit. Amen                                   

 

 

 

Going  

Forth 


