
     Everyday materials      

During the second part of this summer term we are going to be learning about different everyday material.  For your home 

learning, I have outlined a range of tasks and activities for you to complete so that you can still learn about them yourself.  

Task 1 

Sort your recycling into different 

materials – plastic, cardboard, glass etc. 

Make a chart to show which material you 

recycle the most. 

Task 2 

Some materials are natural (e.g. wood, stone, 

metal, wool) and some are man-made (e.g. 

plastic, glass, concrete).  Make a list of 

objects in your house or garden that ate 

natural or man-made. 

Task 3 

Objects are things. A chair is an object. 

Materials are the stuff that objects are 

made from. Wood is a material.  

Find some objects around your house and 

find out what material they are made from. 

Task 4 

Try placing different everyday objects 

into a bag and ask your child to guess 

what the object is using their sense of 

touch, which features of the object lead 

them to their guess? Do metal objects 

feel cold for example? 

Task 5 

Choose a material from glass, plastic, metal 

wood, water, fabric. 

Imagine an alien landed in your garden.  Could 

you write a sentence to describe what it is 

like? E.g. Glass is see-through and breaks 

easily. 

Task 6 

Select a variety of materials and predict 

whether they can be squashed, bent, twisted 

or stretched by hand and if you think they 

will return to their original shape. 

Good materials to try would be play dough, 

fabric, paper, soft balls, hard balls, a 

wooden rolling pin and a metal pan. 

Test your predictions, were they correct? 

Task 7 

Read the story of The Three Little Pigs.  

Why do you think the third little pig had 

the strongest house?  Make some model 

houses and test them (use a hairdryer for 

the wolf!) 

Task 8 

Investigate freezing and melting using water 

(or chocolate!)  What happens when they are 

heated and when they are cooled.  Can you 

describe how they have changed? 

Task 9 

You have been asked to design a new school 

uniform.  Think about a suitable fabric (Does 

it wash easily?  Is it comfortable? Will it be 

warm enough in the Winter and cool in 

Summer? Draw your new design and label it. 

 

 



     Everyday materials      

Here are a few extra tasks you might also like to do: 

 

Here are just a couple of websites that you might be able to use: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErmhTr0A9pw Materials song! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrssgk7 BBC bitesize learning guides 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7fnvcw BBC bitesize video clips 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tg-ga-59-twinkl-green-week-junk-jumble-recycling-game   

An online recycling game 

https://www.recyclenow.com/recycling-

knowledge/recycling-around-your-home 

 

We love recycling at St. Bede’s!  Find out 

more here about the things that can and 

cannot be recycled.  Make a poster to tell 

other people! 

You could try some den building!  

How would you make it stable? What could 

you add to make your den waterproof? Are 

you brave enough to test it with water? 

 

Find out about a famous person who invented 

a new material – here are a few to get you 

started: 

John McAdam, John Dunlop, Charles 

Macintosh. 
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