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What is homework? 

We define homework as any activity that pupils undertake outside of school lesson time as an 

extension or elaboration of classroom work, either on their own or with the support of family 

members. At St Bede’s RC Primary School we have a strong commitment to parental involvement 

and see homework as one way of developing this partnership and providing further support to 

pupils. We believe parents are a child’s first and most important teacher and see the huge 

difference it makes when children are supported in their learning at home. This policy has been set 

as a result of consultation with children, parents, staff and governors of our school. 

 

Why give homework? 

• It takes advantage of the home environment and resources and the chance for one to one adult 

support; 

• It can inform parents about work going on in class;  

• It can further stimulate enthusiasm for learning; 

• It can be a great source for gathering topic information to share with all the children; 

• It is a great opportunity to rehearse key skills such as times tables, doubling facts, addition sums, 

spellings, handwriting and other key facts; 

 • It helps to foster good habits of organization and self discipline in preparation for the demands of 

Secondary School.  

 

The Nature of Homework 

It should be noted that homework can be set in many different forms with many different 
expectations and outcomes. It is important to remember that when expecting and setting 
homework there are a number of points to consider: 

1. The nature and type of homework changes throughout a pupils school career. 
2. Amount and frequency of homework should increase as a pupil gets older but this may also vary 
through the school year and be appropriate to the ability of the child. 
3. Homework should not cause undue stress on the pupil, family or the teacher. 
4. It will not necessarily come in the form of a written task. 
5. Homework should be set regularly from the Foundation Stage to Year 6. 
 

Homework at St Bede’s 

Whilst we support all of the above key principles, we also hope that our pupils achieve a good 

balance between home and school life. We accept that not every activity will capture children and 

parents’ imagination and that weekends can sometimes be busy. We believe that homework 

should be enjoyable and manageable for all concerned and that if it becomes a burden or source 

of conflict it ceases to be a constructive aspect of teaching and learning.  

 

We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on a task, preferring individual children and 

families to set their own routines. We hope the children are motivated by positive incentives and by 

the tasks themselves; children are not punished if they fail to complete the work. However, we do 

expect parents to support school by ensuring that their child attempts the homework and supports 

our policy.  If a child consistently fails to complete and return tasks, this will be discussed with the 

child and their parents. Homework is also reported on in our termly and end of year reports. 

 

The following are government recommendations as appropriate time allocations for homework 
activities. 
Years 1 and 2 - 1 hour per week 
Years 3 and 4 - 1.5 hours per week 
Years 5 and 6 - 30 minutes per day 



 

 
Our routines and expectations  

Classes 2, 3 and 4 districute weekly homework on a Wednesday. If it is a piece that needs handing 

in, it is expected to be returned by the following Monday. It is our intention, and good practice, not 

to send work home that the child cannot already do i.e. parents are not expected to teach new 

skills. Reception give tasks more regularly and will inform parents of their expectations at the start 

of the year. 

 

 The tasks set may not always need to be handed in or marked; there are other ways in which 

teachers or teaching assistants may respond, give feedback or celebrate homework, for example, 

sharing results in class discussion, motivational stamps, verbal feedback or putting work on to a 

display or transferring work into class books. Work that needs marking (and is not feeding into 

other classwork) will be returned by Wednesday. 

 

Broadly speaking these are current expectations:  

 

Reading 

 

We believe reading is the most important skill a child can learn and research shows that regular 

reading has a hugely positive impact on attainment. We strongly encourage regular home reading 

throughout the whole of a child’s school career, ideally at least 10 minutes per night and increasing 

to lengthier periods as a child gets older and reads independently. All children have reading diaries 

and we ask that parents record when their child reads in this diary and also initial and date our 

‘reading squares’ reward system in the front of the diaries. It is very important that these diaries 

come back to school each day with their reading book, even if reading has not been done, so that 

we can monitor this. 

 

Homework 

Homework tasks may vary and are at teacher’s discretion, based on the needs and curriculum 

expectations of each class. All children are expected to read each day and learn weekly spellings, 

although these may take the form of learning phonic sounds in the infants if appropriate. We also 

have links to some websites for all subjects on our termly plans, which children can access at any 

time if parents feel this may be useful.  Some children may be given access to Lexia Core 5 

reading to support their development and progress in reading. 

 

Autumn Term 

Children in Foundation and Year 1 will focus on daily reading, phonic sounds, letter formation and 

basic number fact recognition.  Focus on daily reading, spellings, handwriting formation and Times 

Table rock stars will be for Years 2 to 6. In Reception focus is on phonics recognition, simple word 

building, letter and number formation as well as reading. All children in Years 2 to 6 will receive a 

log in for Times Table Rock Stars and it is expected that they will access this at home for at least 

30 minutes per week. Spelling results each week will be recorded in the child’s reading diary for 

parents to view.   

 

Spring Term 

As above, plus maths and reading homework books, which provide examples to help assist 

parents. These will be marked and returned each week. Reception class will continue to focus on 

phonics recognition, word building, handwriting formation as well as reading. 

 

Summer Term 

As in the Autumn term, plus topic based projects in all classes, which include a range of cross 

curricular and practical tasks. These practical tasks will not be returned or marked each week as 

children will celebrate their project work across school in classes as part of a homework 

celebration day. Pupils will receive verbal feedback, celebratory stamps, house points for their 



 

project work. Reception class will receive summer term projects, made up of a variety of practical 

and more formal written tasks, which will be marked weekly.  

 

SATs and Phonics 

In the weeks prior to SAT tests, Year 6 and Year 2 children will be given additional revision work.  

Children in Year 1 will also receive additional phonics packs leading up to the Year 1 Phonic 

Check. It is our policy not to give homework over the holidays and half term breaks, although we 

ask that children continue to read on a daily basis. If a child is absent, homework will not be set as 

it is assumed they will be too ill to work. However, if the absence will be lengthy and a child is able 

to work e.g. for a broken leg, parents may liaise with school to provide appropriate work. 

 

If you take holiday during term-time, something we actively discourage, parents may not request 

work from the teacher. We suggest that parents organize a holiday diary.  

 

 

What to do if you have concerns  

If you have any concerns, please talk with your child’s teacher in the first instance.  If you still have 

concerns, please then contact the Head Teacher. 


