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‘Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting 

them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously.’ 
Article 12, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers and Children, 
  
Thank you for your responses to the 2018 questionnaires we sent out last term. We really value 
your feedback and we are delighted that the responses from both parents and children have been 
so positive.  
 
We also conducted a staff questionnaire, which was equally as encouraging. For example, 100% of 
staff strongly agree that they enjoy working at St Bede’s and all staff strongly agree that they are 
proud to be a staff member at our school. 
 
We hope to continue to build on this success by using the findings and suggestions from all of our 
school community to form the basis of our School Improvement Plan and ensure that St Bede’s 
continues to offer the very best for our pupils. 
 
Please find included in this booklet the responses to the questions. All comments provided have 
been shared and discussed with staff. We have summarised some of the comments and 
responded where appropriate. We hope you will find this useful and if you require any further 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely,          
 
Mrs E Alderson  
 
Head Teacher



 
 
 

  

Strongly agree or 
agree % 

(strongly agree % in 
brackets)  

Disagree or strongly 
disagree % 

(strongly disagree % 
in brackets) 

My child is happy at this school. 100 (48) 0 

My child feels safe at this school. 100 (56) 0 

My child makes good progress at this school. 100 (48) 0 

My child is well looked after at this school. 100 (70) 0 

My child is taught well at this school. 100 (59) 0 

My child receives appropriate homework. 96 (37) 4 (0) 

This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved. 96 (52) 4 (0) 

The school deals effectively with bullying. 96 (56) 4 (0) 

The school is well led and managed. 100 (59) 0 

The school responds well to any concerns I raise. 100 (59) 0 

I receive valuable information from the school 
about my child’s progress. 100 (41) 0 

    
 

 
 
 
 
Would you recommend this school to another parent? 
 
100% said that they would recommend our school to another parent; thank you so much! We currently 
have two spaces in Reception if you do know of anyone locally still requiring a school place. 



 
Some of the positive comments about St Bede’s: 
 

 St Bede’s is a very supportive school and it is evident the children are the primary focus. My child’s 
teacher has shown love and support to improve their attainment and is always so encouraging. The 
school is also accommodating to my needs which is greatly appreciated. Thank you to everyone 
who works at St Bede’s and for the effort they make to the school. 

 Personal touch-small school.  

 Good ethics.  

 Mrs Cronin is very caring and passionate. Really impressed with Mrs Cronin. She was so kind, 
passionate and caring about my child at the last parents’ evening. Mrs Ord is also an amazing help! 
Reception staff are fantastic support and their hard work does not go unnoticed. 

 All of the staff are brilliant and very caring. 

 How understanding the teachers are. 

 The teaching staff and their interest in each child as an individual. The visibility and accessibility of 
the teachers and Head Teacher to listen to and address concerns. The receptionists are a credit to 
the school and go out of their way to help the children and parents. 

 As it is small all the children know each other which makes it a friendly school. I feel the school is 
very open about how they teach the children and run the school. 

 It is a lovely small school, everybody is friendly and happy. 

 I am pleased I chose my children to go to this school. They are always helpful and my children come 
out happy all the time. 

 School provides a good standard of education. Catholic ethos is at the heart of all activities. 

 Children are happy and enjoy coming to school. 

 Progress is being made. 

 It is a small school so staff can spend more time with each child. 

 It is a well knit community at St Bede’s. The smaller the better so more pupils get more time with 
teachers. 

 Friendly atmosphere-family. 

 Good teaching staff. Always looking to improve. 

 Community. 

 Very supportive staff. 

 Great atmosphere. 

 Friendly staff and polite children. There have been huge improvements this year at St Bede’s in 
many areas, for example, the outdoor learning space, arts and creativity, drama and public 
speaking, environmental issues, sports and music. These improvements have created a much richer 
learning experience for children to develop new skills and interests. 

 It has been a pleasure to see Mrs Alderson blossom as a Head Teacher this year as she has grown in 
confidence and put her own stamp on the school. 

 There is a real family feel. The children seem to look out for one another. I’m also very impressed 
with the emphasis on reading. 

 An outstanding Catholic school offering children and opportunity to develop as individuals both 
personally and educationally. 
 

Thank you for your lovely comments, which are shared with all of our staff-they really do mean a great deal 
to all of us! 
 
 
 
 



 
Describe St Bede’s in three words... 
The largest words are those that were used to describe our school the most frequently. We are delighted 
with the adjectives you chose as we strive to be a happy, friendly, caring and, most of all, HAPPY school.  
 

 
 
Some of the suggestions for improvement: 
 
Financial Suggestions 
‘Sometimes hard to keep up with non-uniform days and contributions.’ 
‘After school clubs can be expensive for those who have low income or more than one child at the school.’ 
 
We appreciate that financing extra-curricular activities can be difficult, particularly if you have more than 
one child. Please remember that any contributions for non-uniform events or educational outings are 
completely voluntary and not obligatory. We have tried to keep the costs of breakfast and after school 
clubs as low as possible and they have remained at £2 for a number of years, despite costs of providers 
increasing. We do partially fund clubs as we run at a loss for many of these clubs with us being a small 
school and having fewer children attending the clubs. We will continue to try to be mindful of financial 
expectations and have been discussing ways as a staff to keep costs down, for example, more local and less 
costly educational visits. 
 
Fundraising Suggestions 
‘For the benefit of the children in fun activities rather than equipment, resources needed for learning-
unless it is something new for the children to get involved in e.g. ‘test and learn’ ways of learning.’ 
‘Fundraising should be spent on after school clubs and breakfast clubs to be free.’ 
‘Greater use of the field for sports and events e.g football, athletics, team games, summer Fayres etc.’ 
‘Outdoor facilities, such as the Garden of Curiosities, so children can spend more time outdoors playing 
and gardening.’ 
‘Better playground and school facilities.’ 
 
Thank you for the suggestions and also for all of your contributions-it makes a huge difference. This year we 
are going to ask the School Council for suggestions as to what they would like any fundraising to be spent 
on. We shall take the suggestions above to the children. 
 



Facilities 
‘Extension and larger playground/field.’ 
‘School sports field could be improved for use all year round.’ 
‘Can we build on to the school to support existing and future children?’ 
 
We have worked hard to improve both our indoor and outdoor learning environment over recent years and 
have been fortunate to receive funding for our new play equipment, shed, prayer garden and ‘Garden of 
Curiosities’ through our Councillors and the Big Lottery Fund. This has enhanced our facilities greatly and 
helped us to achieve our Platinum Outdoor Play and Learn award but we are always striving to improve 
even more and would love both an extension and improved school field-we just need the funding to do so! 
If anyone is aware of any other sponsorship or funding opportunities which we may be able to access, we 
would love to hear about them. 
 
 
Reading 
‘An online reading scheme where tests can be carried out at home when a child completes a book and 
can read the books on an e-reader.’ 
 
This sounds like a great idea! Unfortunately, the Accelerated Reader software can only be used in school 
but be sure to write in your child’s reading diary when they have finished a book so they can complete the 
test the next day. There are some sample accelerated reader quizzes available at 
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader/sample-quizzes/ and also some free quizzes which your 
child might enjoy at https://www.educationquizzes.com/free-quizzes/ or 
http://takethequiz.co.uk/campaign/ttq/.  
 
 
Behavioural 
‘Bullying-a restorative approach doesn’t always work. Children sometimes say what you want them to 
and don’t always mean it as they then bully again.’ 
 
The restorative approaches which we use in school have been incredibly useful in ensuring that children 
learn how to resolve conflict. They give children the opportunity to consider the feelings of others and 
understand how their actions can affect others. Restorative approaches identify strong, mutually respectful 
relationships and a cohesive community as the foundations on which good teaching and learning can 
flourish. As a ‘Rights Respecting School’ we feel it is very important that children have the chance to 
respect one another and repair relationships. 
 However, we do not tolerate bullying of any form at St Bede’s and regularly teach children about the 
negative effects of bullying through PSHE and during our ‘Anti-Bullying’ week. We also have an ‘Anti-
Bullying’ policy which you can find on our website. If you have any concerns whatsoever about this issue, 
please do come and talk to your child’s class teacher or myself and we will address the matter immediately. 
 
 
Communication 
‘There are sometimes issues with communication with parents over details of events etc. The texting 
system is good and can be used even more.’ 
 
We are proud of the improvements in communication over the last few years and try to inform parents 
about events through as many means as we can-weekly newsletters, texts, e-mails, our website and our 
twitter account. There are occasionally times when event details are required to change etc and we try to 
inform parents as best we can when this happens. If you have any queries or questions regarding any 
events taking place, please contact the office staff who will be happy to help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/free-quizzes/
http://takethequiz.co.uk/campaign/ttq/


After School Clubs 
‘Longer after School provision for working parents. Starting breakfast club earlier even just 10/15 
minutes.’ 
‘After school care to support working parents.’ 
 
In response to the suggestions above, we are now trialling longer wraparound provision as we are aware of 
the difficulties faced by working parents. We are now offering an after school club until 5.30pm through a 
private provider, which we are hoping will prove successful enough to sustain. Please contact the office for 
more information. 
 
Parent Consultation Sessions 
‘Please bring back evening parents’ evening.’ 
‘More late appointments for parents’ evening.’ 
 
The new parent consultation afternoon proved very successful and enabled those parents that would 
prefer earlier appointments to be accommodated. Many requested the earlier appointments and the event 
ran very efficiently. We do, however, want to try to ensure that all parents feel the system works for them 
and therefore we are going to trial extending the end time from 6pm to 6.30pm, thus allowing for more 
evening slots for working parents. 
 
 
Music 
‘Updates on music club and how children are progressing. A small concert/performance would be nice.’ 
 
We are delighted with how many children have taken up an instrument; we now have almost half the 
school learning violin, ukulele or guitar. The suggestion above was an excellent one which we hope we have 
addressed already. Just before the summer holiday we held performances by all those children learning an 
instrument and the music teachers also sent out reports for each child. We hope these were useful and 
would welcome any further feedback. 
 
 
 



 
Pupil Questionnaires 

 
Infants (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 
 

   

  

Do you like coming to school? 84% 13% 3% 

Do you like reading? 84% 13% 3% 

Do you like writing? 84% 9% 7% 

Do you like number work? 84% 7% 9% 
 
 

Describe St Bede’s in 3 words... (the largest words are the most used)      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Key Stage 2 Results (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) 
 
 

      

 All of the 
time % 

Most of the 
time % 

Some of the 
time % 

Almost 
never % 

Never % 

I enjoy school. 50 42 6 2 0 

I enjoy learning at this school. 52 42 6 0 0 

The behaviour of other pupils in my 
lessons is good. 

46 29 25 0 0 

The behaviour of other pupils around 
school is good. 

31 52 17 0 0 

I feel safe when I am in school. 75 17 6 2 0 

 In every lesson In most lessons In some lessons In very few 
lessons 

In none of 
my 
lessons 

Teachers help me to do my best. 73 23 4 0 0 

 Strongly 
agree % 

Agree % Neither agree 
nor disagree 
% 

Disagree 
% 

Strongly 
disagree 
% 

Teachers listen to what I have to say in 
lessons. 

83 17 0 0 0 

There is an adult at school I can talk to 
if something is worrying me. 

69 27 4 0 0 

My school encourages me to look after 
my physical health (e.g. fitness and 
healthy eating). 

71 29 0 0 0 

My school encourages me to look after 
my emotional and mental health. 

58 33 7 0 2 

My school encourages me to be 
independent and take on 
responsibilities. 

85 13 2 0 0 

My school encourages me to respect 
people from other backgrounds and to 
treat everyone equally. 

77 23 0 0 0 

My school provides me with 
information about my next steps (for 
example, moving year group or school, 
going to university or thinking of 
careers). 

56 25 15 2 2 

 It doesn’t happen % It happens and 
teachers are really 
good at resolving it 
% 

It happens and 
teachers are good at 
resolving it % 

It happens and 
teachers are 
not good at 
resolving it % 

It happens 
and nothing is 
done about it 
% 
 

Is bullying a problem at your school? 52 
 

17 21 4 6 

 Very 
frequently 

Frequently Sometimes Not very 
often 

Never 

I take part in school activities outside 
of school such as clubs, sports, music, 
art etc. 

56 19 10 6 8 

I would recommend this school to a 
friend moving in to the area. 

Yes-98% No-2% 



 
The largest words are the words that were repeated the most in the questionnaires. 
 

 
 
Thank you, children-we think you are amazing, too! 
 

What do you like about our school?  

 It has good teachers and friends. 

 I like our activities. 

 I like this school because everyone is friends. 

 It is fun. 

 It is a lot of fun. 

 It is positive. 

 Friendly. 

 Everybody’s nice. 

 All the teachers. 

 The teachers and lessons. 

 History lessons. 

 Sports. 

 I like when we do art and English. 

 The teachers are kind and funny. 

 My friends!!! 

 It helps me-the teachers are kind, they do great work. 

 It helps us when we are struggling. 

 Every one there. 

 It is friendly. 

 Writing and learning-the teachers are funny and kind. 

 It is calm and everyone is kind. 

 German club. 

 The teachers and sports. 

 Maths, English and science. 

 The staff and people in it. 

 Our playground. 

 Everything including friends, lessons and trips. 



 I like how the teachers help us in everything. 

 Outside x 2 

 I like the trips, maths and football. 

 All the people and teachers 

 All the staff and friends and also the playground. 

 Helpful and hard working. 

 Basketball. 

 Music lessons, lunches and most lessons. 

 It always makes me happy and helps me in everything I do. It also supports me in my work 
and when I fall over. I also enjoy activities. 

 The fact that I always have someone to talk to and that teachers try to make lessons fun. 

 It is loving and I like everything. 

 Everything x5 

 
What would you change about our school? 
 

  I would make a little kitchen for cooking classes (x3) 

 Homework 

 New uniform 

 Reading room 

 New subjects 

 More classrooms, swimming pool and two floors 

 More music 

 Putting more pictures up. 

 I would do more PSHE. 

 An art room. 

 I would change the hallways to be art galleries. 

 Solve problems a little faster. 

 More equipment 

 Noise in classrooms sometimes. 

 Outside and the entrance. 

 More football. 

 Nothing because our school is amazing just the way it is. 

 Nothing because it is such an amazing school. 

 Nothing, this school is AMAZING! 

 Nothing because it is great and happy 

 Nothing because I am happy with the way it is. 

 Nothing x 18 
 
 
Thank you for all of your suggestions. We will use them to continue to improve our school. 
Please be sure to tell your ideas to your School Councillor, who can take them to our council 
meetings. 
 

 


