
 

                              Year 5 & 6 - Summer 2019 
 

Subje
ct  

Key areas of learning / 
What we shall be learning about 

How I can help my child /  
Useful Websites 

RE Pentecost – Serving 

We will look closely at Christian belief in the Holy Spirit. We will learn that the spirit of God 

is active in each person and in a special way in the community of believers, which is the 

Church. The feast of Pentecost is the celebration both of the gift of God’s Holy Spirit and 

the trust God places in people to be witnesses in the world. 

 

Reconciliation – Inter-relating 

This topic will focus on the anointing of the sick. The Church believes that the anointing of 

the sick is one of the seven sacraments. It is intended to strengthen those who are ill.  

Take your child to Church each 
week. 
 
Share the Wednesday Word 
with your chi ld each week. 

Maths  
In numeracy we will cover the following topics this term: 
 

• Geometry: Position and Direction  

• Geometry: Properties of shapes 

• Statistics 

• Algebra 
 

 
As well as this, we will continue to focus heavily on mental arithmetic and it is important 
that children practise their times table regularly.  

Ensure your child practises their 
times tables regularly. 
 
Useful websites: 
 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesi
ze/subjects/z826n39 
 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk
/Interactive.aspx?cat=30 
 
https://www.mathsisfun.co
m/timestable.html 

English In English we will be writing a range of genres based around the story ‘Rain Player’ by David 
Wisniewski. The story is set in Ancient Mayan times and is about a boy who must defeat 
the Rain God in a ball game to save his people from disaster. We will be writing a non-
chronological report on The Ancient Maya; an alternative story ending; a formal letter; a 
diary; a character description of the Rain God; a formal letter; and a persuasive article. 
 
Our Grammar, spelling and punctuation coverage will include:  

• Using hyphens 

• Use of speech to convey characters and advance the action 

• Using colons, semicolons and dashes to mark boundaries between clauses 

• Linking ideas across paragraphs with a wider range of cohesive devices  

• Using adverbs of possibility 

• Words that can be nouns and verbs 

• Words with a long /o/ sound spelt ‘ou’ or ‘ow’  
• Words ending in ‘ible’ 

• Words ending in ‘ibly’ 

Ensure your child reads 
regularly.  
 
Useful Websites: 
 
http://resources.woodlands-
junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/li
teracy2.htm 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
ks2/english/spelling_grammar/ 
 
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/en
glish-games/7-11-
years/spelling-and-grammar 
 
 
 

Science Our topic ‘Properties and Changes of Materials’ will teach us about different materials, 
their uses and their properties, as well as dissolving, separating mixtures and irreversible 
changes. The children will sort and classify objects according to their properties. They will 
explore the properties of materials to find the most suitable material for different 
purposes. The children will work scientifically and collaboratively to investigate the best 
thermal insulator to make a lunch box, making predictions and forming conclusions. 
Furthermore, they will have chance to find the best electrical conductor, in the context of 
making floodlights brighter. They will have the opportunity to work in a hands-on way to 
explore dissolving, identifying the different variables in their own investigations. They will 
find out about different ways to separate mixtures of materials, using filtering, sieving and 
evaporating. Finally, they will learn about irreversible changes, and participate in two 
exciting investigations to create new materials, including casein plastic and carbon dioxide. 
 

Useful Websites: 
 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesi

ze/articles/z9brcwx 
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Compu
ting 

Digital literacy: The children will learn about body image and how to build resilience. 
During the lessons, we will explore influences on young people’s body image and self-
esteem. We will address key topics, including the impact of society, professional and 
social media on appearance ideals, and give children the strategies to boost 
confidence. 

We will also cover cyberbullying. The children will explore how it feels to be 

cyberbullied, how cyberbullying is similar to or different than in-person bullying, and learn 

strategies for handling cyberbullying when it arises. 

ICT: The children will use a word processing program to design promotional materials for a 

burger restaurant  

Handling Information: Spreadsheets – the children will use a spreadsheet to plan the cost 

of a class trip to an imaginary burger restaurant   

Useful Websites: 
 
https://www.dove.com/uk/dov
e-self-esteem-project/school-
workshops-on-body-image-
confident-me/self-esteem-
school-resources-confident-me-
five-sessions.html 
 
http://www.digizen.org/resourc
es/cyberbullying/films/uk/lfit-
film.aspx 
 
 

History The Ancient Maya.  
The children will learn who the ancient Maya people were and where and when they lived. 
They will use maps and atlases to locate Maya cities and identify countries in Mesoamerica. 
In addition to this they will learn about the religious beliefs and rituals of the ancient Maya 
people and find out more about some of the many gods they worshipped. The children will 
also learn about the Maya number system and have the opportunity to read and write 
Maya numbers and solve number problems. They will learn about the Maya writing system 
too and practise writing words using logograms and syllabograms in the hieroglyphic style 
of the ancient Maya people. The children will learn about the work of the explorers John 
Lloyd Stephens and Frederick Catherwood and have the opportunity to analyse historical 
pictures of the cities they discovered. They will also learn about the types of food eaten by 
the ancient Maya people and they will find out about the significance of corn and chocolate 
arguing which was most important in a class debate.  
 
 
 
 
 

Useful Websites: 
 
 

https://www.dkfindout.com/
uk/history/mayans/ 
 
 

DT Burgers 
The children will practise their cooking skills by designing, cooking and evaluating their own 
burgers. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Music The children will listen to and respond to Mayan music before composing, performing and 
evaluating their own tribal song. 
 

 

PE PE this term will be swimming, dance and rounders  
 

 

French 
 
 

Our French unit is all about school trips.  It introduces vocabulary to talk about the journey, 

including the French version of “The Wheels on the Bus”, and words associated with trips 

to a museum and the countryside.  The unit includes sentences in both the present and 

future tenses, giving pupils the opportunity to learn new sentence structures.  
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